
Farm-Home Advisory Committee.
She sti l l  f inds time to belp with the
farm work and perform several
hobbies, one of which is freezing and
canning vegetables from the garden.

Farm Family
Honored

The Thomas Savage family of near
Wheeling in Ohio County recently was
honored as one of West Virginia's
"Outstanding Farm Families" for
l9?6.

The Savages have a l40.acre,
diversified livestock operation in Ohio
County. They produce 40 acres of hay,
17 acres of corn for grain, eight acres
of oats and five acres of corn for
silage. The remaining 70 acres is
improved pasture.

Presently, they milk l8 registered
Holstein cows and maifitain 2l
Hereford beef cows and 25 head of
purebred Polled Dorsett sheep. They
previously were named as the Con-
servation Farmer for 1976 at the
annual convention of' the West
V,irginia Soil Conservation Districts
Association in November of 1976.

Savage credits a great deal of the
success in theirfarming operation to
the wise and continued use of
recommended soil and water con-
servation practices. All 70 acres of
their cropland are arranged in con-
tour dtrips and they have built a pond
and developed three springs to reduce
soil erosion, provide a habitat for fish
and wildlife and provide plenty of
clean, fresh water for their livestock.
All ?0 acres of their pasture has been
improved by the application of
recommended amounts of lime and
ferti l izer and are managed to
maintain their productivity and vigor.

The Savage family is extremely
active in the rural life of their com-
munity, are members of the DairY
Herd Improvement Association and
has actively supported and held
various offices, including president,
in the Continental Polled Dorsett
Association. Creating and supporting
opportunities of youth is a primary
interest of the Savage family. They
have strongly supported the Ohio
County 4-H Dairy Genetics Project by
supptying good quali ly dairy heifers
to the program and have been hosts
for Iand judging contests, f ield trips
and "day on the farm" educationa!
ventures.

Savage is a member of the Ohio
County Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service and Farmers
Home Administrat ion AdvisorY
Commit tees; di rector and vice
president of the Northern Panhandle
bistr ict  Holstein c lub;  board
chairman of Southern States Co-op at
Triadelphia; director of Ohiq,Counly
Farm Bureau; a Milk, Inc., delegate'
and member of the West Virginia and
National Holstein associations.

Mrs. Savage (Louise) has been a
member. of' the LibertY Extension
Homemakers Club for 26 Years and
has served several t imes on the FHA
Farm-Home AdvisorY Committee.
She still finds time to help with the
farm work and Perform several
hobbies. one of which is freezing and
canning vegetables from the garden.
fr- ,  . r r  .> /q77V.lrL. wlttt . Z 
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Farm Family
Is Honored
-The 

Thomas Savage family, owners
or a 140-acre, diversif idd l ivestock
,operation in Ohio -County situated
near Wheeling, has been honored ai
one of West Vi_ginia's "Outstanding
Farm Families" for 1926.
. The Savages vroduce 40 acres of
hay. l7 acres of corn for grain, eight
acres of oats and five acrei of corn Tor
silage. Tbe remaining Z0 acres is
lmproved pJsture.

They milk 1B registerdd Holstein
cows, maintain 2l Hereford beef cows
and 25 .head of purebred polled
uorsett sneep.

The Savages credit much of their
success in farming to continued use ol
recommended soil and water con.
servation practices.

4-gd'(
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'Gonservation Farmer'
is palron Tom Savage
,. Thgma-s Savage of Ohio County, W.
Va., has been selected as the Wesi'Vir_
ginia Conservation Farmer for 1976,
Savage and his family operate a di_
versified livestock operatibn on their
140-acre Ohio County farm. They are
milkin_g 18 registered Holstein iows,
have 2l Hereford beef cows, and, 25
head of purebred Polled Dorset sheep.

All of Savage's 57 acres have been
arranged in contour strips. The Savage
family has built a pond and developdd
three sprlngs to provide water for live_
stock on the farm. Their pastures are
managed to maintain their productivity.

The West Virginia family has been
active in their community. Besides serv-
ing on the local stockhoider committee
of the SSC Ohio County Service in
Triadelphia, Savage has been a member
of the Dairy Herd Improvement As-
sociation and has held various offices
in the Polled Dorset Association. He
also,supplies high quality dairy heifers
to the 4-H genetics projects in Ohio
Countv.

Presentation of the award was made
at the 35th annual meeting of the West
Virginia Soil and Water Conservation
District S'r.rpervisors Association.

1976 Conservation Farmer
Thomas Savage, of Ohio Coun-

ty, has been selected as the West
Virglnia Conservation Farmer for
1976. Presentation of the award
was made at the 35th Annual
Meeting of the West Virginia Soil
and Water Conservation District
Supervlsors Association held at
Jackson's Mill November 9-11. In
the same contest, Drilake Farm.
Irvin King, Manager" from
Jefferson County, placed second
and the Joseph Garrett Far:m of
Taylor County placed third.

The Thomas Savage Farm had
earlier been selected as winner in
the Northern Panhandle Soil
Conservat ion Distr ict .  The
Savages carry on a diversified
livestock operation on their 1.40-
acre Ohlo County farm. They are
milking 18 registered Holsteln
cows, have 21 Hereford beef cows,
and 25 head of purebred polled
Dorset sheep.

Over the years many soil
conserving practices have been
installed on the.Savage Farm. All
of their 5? acres of cropland are
arranged in contour strips. They
have built a pond and deveioped
three springs to provide water for
livestock on the farm. Their.pas-
tures have been impfoved by lim,
ing and fertilizing and are
managed to.  maintain their
productivity.

The Savage Family has been ac-
tive in the rural life of their comr
munity. Mr. Savage has been a
member of the Dairy Herd Im-
provement Association and has
been very actlve and held various
offices in the Polled Dorset As-
sociatlon. He strongly supported
the 4-H genetics proJect tn Ohto
County by supplying good quality
dairy helfers to the program.

Cont'd. on Page 2
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Ohio County Resid€nt
Is State Farmer of Year

Ohio County resident Tho-
mas Savage was selected
West Vireinia Conservation
Farmer oflgzO at the annual
meeting of the West Virginia
Soil and Water Conservation
District Supervisors Associa-
t ionNovember9-11.

The Savage farm had been
selected earlier as winner in
the Northern Panhandle Soil
Conservation District. Savage
maintains adiversified live-
stock operation on a 140-acre
farm, including 18 registered
Holstein milking cows, 2l
Hereford beef cows and 25
head of purebred polled Dor-
set sheep.

Among the conservation
practices installed on the
Savage farm are contoured
strip- cropland, developed
springs and liming and fdrti-
lizing to maintain pasture
productivity.

Savage is a member of the
Dairy fferd Improvement As-
sociation and has been active
in the Polled Dorset Associa-

I
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by Pauletle Kerns

Volley Grove
Phone 304-547-1508

tion. He strongly supports the
4-H genetics project in Ohio
County by supplying good
quality dairy heifers for the
Drograrn.' T-Le West Virginia Conser-
vation Farmer Contest is
sponsored annually by the
West Virginia Soil Conserva-
tion Committee.

Birth
Born to Ernest and Laura

Smith Higham of Dayton,
Ohio, a son on December 6,
weighing 5 pounds 8 ounces -
JefFey Allen. The Maternal
erand-parents are Mr. and
Mrs. iohn Harold Smith of
Wheeling and gseat grandpar-
ents are Mr. and Mrs. John L.
Smith of RD 2, W. Alexander.
Area residents were saddened
bv the death of Pauline
Henderson. Se was involved
in local activities including the
Valley Grove Cub Scouts.

The deer season has proven
to be successful for two area
men. Charles Ebbert bagged a
l0-point buck with a t9Yz"
spr-ead, weighing 200 pounds
while hunting in Pendleton

x Ohio County Resident
S

State Farmer of Year
Ohio County resident Thomas

Savage was selected West Virginia
Conservation Farmer of 1976 at the
annual meeting of the West Virginia
Soil and Water Conservation District
Supervisors Assobiation Nov. 9-11.

The Savage Farm had been selected
earlier as winner in the Northern
Panhandle Soil Conservation District.
Savage maintains a diversif ied
livestock operation on a 140-acre
farm, including l8 registered Holstein
milking cows, 21 Hereford beef cows
and 25 head of purebred polled Dorset

rsheep.

Among the conservation practices
installed on the Savage Farm are
contoured strip cropland,' developed
springs and liming and fertilizing to
maintain pasture productivity.

Savage is a member of the Dairy
Herd Improvement Association and
has been active in the Polled Dorset
Association. He stron$y supports the
4-H genetics project in Ohio County by
supplying good quality dairy heifers
for the program.

The West Virginia Conservation
Farmer Contest is sponsored annually
by the West Virginia Soil Con-
servation Committee.
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Those of You know our retiring
President. Tom Savage, might be in-

terested in a recent honor that was
bestowed on Mr. & Mrs. Savage. The
Savages recentlY won first Place in
the West Virginia State Conservation
Farmer Contest. In addition to several
eifts for both Mr. & Mrs. Savage, they
h"',r" *ott an all-expense trip to At-
lanta, Georgia, for l week in February.
Those of us that have been close to the

Savages have always kidded Tom about
the fact that the farms in West Vir-
ginia were mostly on the vertical! Some
of us have felt we should mark the
trees when traveling to Tom's farm to
make sure we can find our waY back
to civilization! But, the Savage farm
is truly a beautiful Place, theY have

spent many years of work in making
it so. and are most deserving of this
State Award for Conservation. Con-
gratulations, Tom and Louise.

Retiring President of the Continental
Dorset Club, Tom Savage of Wheeling,
W. Va., Ross Chrisman, newly seated
director from Great Lakes District,
and Director Dale Heidemann from
North Central District, display the pelt
awarded to the winner of the Young
Flock Class at the recent Western Re-
gional l)orset Show at the Cow Palace.
The winner was Stony Point Ranch,
Petaluma, California.

Farmer Is Honored
An Ohio County man has been

selected West Virginia Conservation

-{armgr 
of the.Year, and according to

him "farming is the way of life. "
Thomas Savage, of Weidman Run

Road in Ohio County, was presented
the 1976 award this week at the SSth
Annual West Virginia Soil and Water
Conservation District Supervisors
Association meeting at the State 4-H
camp at Jackson's Mills.

The Savage farm qualified for ttre
statewide judging after winning the
Northern Panhandle Soil Con-
servation District. Savage won toD
honors in r97l and placed as runner-
up in 1974.

_ Savage ald his wife began farming
in 1938 and have remained on th6
same farm since then. Today, they
also operate a diversified livestock
operation on their 140-acre farm.
Although their primary source of
income is from selling Grade A milk
fro:n the dairy cows, the Savages also
sell extra eorn and hay.

Savage uses various soil conserving
practices on his farm. For example,
the S7-acre fields of corn are arranged
in contour strips.

According to Savage. managing his
farm is a lz-hour a day operation,
which lasts each day of the year.
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Ohfo Countion
Fsnmer of Ydor

BySTANPAWICISXI
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"Farming is the way of life,"
Thomas Savage of Weidman Run
Road in Ohio County said
Thursday after he had been
selected West Virginia Con-
servation Farmer of the Year for
1976.

The award was presented at
the 35th Annual West Virginia
Soil and Water Conservation
District Supervisors Association
meeting at the State 4-H camp at

Thomas Savage, Weidmans Run
Road, proudly disflays the
plaque he received in recognition
of his selection as West Virginia
Conservation Farmer of the year
for 1976. The Ohio Countv
resident was presented the awaid
Wednesday at the West Virginia
SoiI and Conservation District
Supervisors Association meeting
held at Jackson's Mill.

(Photo by Baker)

Jackson's Mills this week.
The Savage farm qualified for

the statewide judging after being
selected as the winner in the
Northern Panhandle Soil Con-
servat ion Distr ict .  Savage
previously won top district
honors in 1971 and was runner-up
in 1974.

Savage and his wife began
farming in 1938 on the same farm
where they presently are living.

Today, they operate a diver-
sified livestock operation on their
140-acre farm. They own 18
registered Holstein cows, 2l
Hereford beef cows and 25 head
of purebred polled Dorset sheep.

"Our primary income is from
selling Grade A milk from the
dairy cows," Mrs. Savage said,
"but we do sell any extra corn or
hay we may have."

The job of managing a farnr of
this size is a l2-hour a day, 36$
day per year operation, Savage
said.

"I start at seven in the morning
each day and it is seldom I ever
quit until seven at night," Savage
added.

Many soil conserving practices
are used on the Savage farm. The
i?-acre fields of corn, hay and
oats are arranged completely in
contour strips.

The Savages have built a pond
arid developed three springs'to
provide water for livestock. Their
pastures have been improved by
limiting and fertilizing and are
managed to maintain their
productivity.

Savage has been active in the
rural life of the community. He
has been a member of the Dairy
Herd Improvement Association
and has held various offices in the
Rolled Dorset Association. He
also supported the 4-H genetics
project in Ohio County by sup-
plying good quality dairy heifers
to the program.

As part of this week's award,
the Savages received a plaque,
two wristwatches, a $50 Savings
Bond and an all expense paid trip
to the National Soil Conservation
meeting to be held in Atlanta,
Ga., next February.
' "We enjoy ouq.life to the fultest
with the selection of farming as
our occupation," Savage said. "It
is an awful lot of work but we
think it is all worthwhile."



-ffiry Sovoge Wins.Competition 't

'Oufs tdnding' Fdtrm Cifed
The Thomas Savage farm in Ohio

Coirnty has been selected the out-
standing farm in the Northern
Panhandle Soil Conservation District
for 19?6,

,The lcombination beef and dairy
farrh 'is locate! at the head of
Wiedeman's Run. lt was selected in a
competition between LawrenQe Pyle
of Brooke County, Edgar Chambers of
Hancock County and Merle Chaplin of

Marshall County,
. The Savage farm now has been
entered in -a statewide contest in.
volving distriet winners from the
other r3 soil conservation districts in
West Virginia.

The Savage farm placed third in the
1974 state contest.

Savage is president of the Con-
tinental Dorset Club, a national sheep
organization, director of the Fa m

d
t
0

Bureau, viee president of the Holstein
Northern Panhandle Association.
delegate to Milk Inc., and a m€mbef
of the Southern States Co"Op.

His farm consists of 140 acres. He
has 25 polled'Dorset sheep, te dairy
cows,.five heifers, eight bull calves
and 2l beefcows.

The Savages became cooperators
with the Northern Panhandle Soil
Conservation District in 1950 and soon
developed a conservation plan with
the U.$. Soil Conservation Service.

Savage credits thg SCS, the
Department of  Agr icul ture 's
technical branch, with giving him
assistancer in developing I con-
servation farm.


