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the Oak Grove Presbyterlan Church; member of
the PocahontaF County Democratlc Women's Club;
and member of the Tuberculosls Assoclatlon. She
and Dlck are the parents of two other chlldren,
both marrled - Martha of Muncle,. Indlana, and
Nora of Htllsboro; and partlclpated as members of
the People-to-People Goodwtll Travel Delegatlon
that vtslted Europe and Russla ln 1972.

The McNeel operatlon was lncorporated as Sln-
klng Sprlngs Farms ln 19?5. The land has been ln the
McNeel famtly slnce 1765 when John McNeel came
from Maryland and settled there. He was the flrst
whlte man to settle ln western Poeahontas County.

rrc Thohas Saveg€ Fam[y
CONSEBVATION FAFMEB

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Savage have a 140-acre,
dtverstfted llvestock operatlon ln Ohto County.
They produee 40 acres of hay, 17 acres of corn for
graln, 8 acres of oats, and 5 acres of corn for sllage.
The remalnlng 70 acres ls lmproved pasture.
Fresently'they rnllk 18 reglstered Llolsteln cows,
and malntaln 21 Hereford beef cows and 25 head of
purebred Polled Dorset sheep. Mr. and Mrs.
Savage were named the Conservatlon Farmer for
19?6 at the annual conventlon of the West Vlrglnla
Soll Conservatlon Supervlsors Assoclatlon ln
November of 1976.

Mr. Savage credlts a great deal of the success ln
thelr farmlng operatlon to the wlse and contlnued
use of recommended soll and water conservatlon
practlces. All 70 acres of thelr cropland are
arranged ln contour strlps and they have butlt a
pond and developed three sprlngs to reduce soll
eroslon, provlde a habltat for flsh and wlldllfe, and
provlde plenty of clean, fresh water for thelr llves-
tock. All 70 acres of thelr pasture has been lm-
proved by the appllcatlon of recommended
amounts of ltme and fertlllzer and are managed to
malntaln thelr productlvtty and vlgor.

The Savage famtly is extremely actlve ln the
rural llfe of thelr communlty, are members of the
Dairy Herd Improvement Assoclatlon, and has ac-
tively supported and held varlous offtces, tncludlng
president, ln the Contlnental Polled Dorset AS-
soclatlon. Creatlng and supporting opportunltles of
youth ls a prlmary lnterest of the Savage famtly.
They have strongly supported the Ohio County 4-lI
Datry Genetlcs ProJect by supplytng good quallty
dalry helfers to the program and have been hosts
for land Judglng contests, fleld trtps, and "day on
the farm" educatlonal ventures,

Mr. Savage Is a member of the Ohto County ASCS
and FIIA Commlttees, Dlrector and Vlce-Presldent
of the Northern Panhandle Dlstrlct Holsteln Club.
Board Chalrman of Southern States Co-Op at
Trladelphla, Dlrector of Ohto County Farm
Bureau, a Mllk, Inc., delegate, and member of the
W.Va. and Natlonal Holsteln Assoclatlons.

Mrs. Savage (Loutse) has been a member of the
Ltberty Extenslon Homemakers Clgb for 26 years
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and has served several tlmes on the FHA Farm-
Home Advlsory Commlttee. She sttll flnds tlme to
help wtth the farm work and perform several hob-
bles, one of whlch ls freezlng and cannlng
vegetables from the garden.

The Savages attend St. Marks Lutheran Church
ln Elm Grove and are the parents of two chlldren,
Thomas and Llnda, both graduates of WVU -
Thomas ls ln agrlculture and Llnda ln home
economlcs.

rne Clarence Keen€f Femtly
FHA FABM FAMILY

Mr. and Mrs. Keener wlth thetr chlldren, John,
21',P.at,19; Pam, 18iRandy, 16i Robln, 14 andTlna,
4, operate a dalry farm of 505 acres on the Klngwood
Ptke lust a lew mlles from Reedsvllle. They were
selected as the Farm Famtly of theYearforl9?6by
tlte Farmers Home Adrnlnlstratlon. John, hls wlte
Vlrglnla, and thelr young son John Davtd have
thelr own home adJ acent to the larmstead and work
full-tlme on the farm.

The Keeners purchased thls larm Lnt972. At that
tlme they had a dalry herd of 31 cows wlth an
average mllk productlon of 10,0fi) pounds per cow.
firelr corn sllage had produced 10 tons per acre and
hay 2 tons per acre.

Tte Keener larm of 505 acres conslsts of 250 acres
ln pasture, 180 acres ln cropland, and 75 acres ol
woodland. Mr. Keener belleves ln soll development
and has put hls bellef lnto effect. He llmed and
ferttllzed all meadow and pasture. He reseeded 55
acres of meadow. He cleared 10 acres and es-
tabllshed pasture on lt. He also lnstalled 2,il)0leet ol
dralnage flle.

Soll development and lmproved practlces have
been repald by lncreased productlon. Hts hay yleld
ls now 3 tons per acre and corn sllage 20 tons per
acre.

Mr. Keener has glven the same careful attentlon
to lmprovlng hls dalry operatlon as he has hts land.
He has lnstalled two new sllos and an e{flclent feed-
lng system. He has lncreased hls herd to 84 Holsteln
cows wlth an annual mllk production exceedlng 13,-
000 pounds per eow. He makes tull use of hls DHIA
records.

Durlng the past four years Mr. Keener has ln-
creased hls lncome by 300 percent and hls net worth
by more than 3tF percent. lie conslders hls dalry
operatlon a buslness and keeps complete reeords on
productlon, income, and costs. Each year he
analyzes hls records to determlne what lncreases
have been accompllshed and what changes need to
be made. IIe antlclpates a eontlnuous lncrease ln
productlon and income.

The Keeners are actlve ln church and clvlc af-
fairs. Randy was Presldent of the Masontown
Chapter of Future Farmers of Amerlca and has
won a trophy for llvestock exhlblted at the Preston
County Buckwheat Festlval. All of the chtldren are
actlve ln the dalry operatlon.
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provement, harvested 3fi) cords of pulp wood, ano
35,fi)0 board leet of tlmber, constructed 17,5ffi leet
of flrebreak and access tralls, and establlshed
numerous wlldllfe food plots and sanctuartes. They
also have a plantlng ol Chrlstmas trees that are
harvested annually on a plck-your-own basls.

Mr. and Mrs. Szlarto credlt thelr llfe-long
partnershlp and asslstance from Federal and State
government offlclals for thelr outstandlng success.
Accordlng to Mr. and Mrs. Szlarto thelr efforts have
resulted ln an excltlng, creatlve, worthwhlle, and
lnterestlng "retlrement."

COOPERATING AGENCIES
& O-RFANIZATIONS

W.Va. Cattlemen's Assoclatlon
W.Va. Soll Conservatlon Commlttee - Dlstrtct

Supervlsors Assoclatlon.
USDA Farmers Home Admlnlstratlon - W.Va.
W.Va. Tree Farm Commlttee - W.Va. Forests,

Inc.
W.Va. Poultry Assoclotlon
Dalry Herrl Improyement Assoclatlon ol W.Va.
W.Vo. Strawberry Festlvel
lT.Va. FFA Assoclatlon
W.Va. Sheep Industry Development Assoclatlon
W.Va. llortlcultural SocletSr
lilYtl Cooperstlve Extenslon Servlce
WVU College ol Agrlculture & Forestry
USDA Soll Conservetlon Servlce - W.Ve.
USDA Agrlcq!,qre Stablllzatlon & Conservatlon

Servlce - W.Va.

FARM L(ICATI(I}IS
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